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Chapter 1
New School

Nine-year-old Nicole Laredo walked down the school hallway on the first day of
school with her sister Nellie and her dad. | can’'t wait to see who'’s in my class and make
some new friends, Nellie said. They both couldn’t wait to go to their classrooms. Nellie
said she wanted to be dropped off to class first. After Nellie was dropped off to her fifth
grade class, it was time for Nicole to get to her fourth grade class. At last, she found
Mrs. Lilly’s fourth grade class.

Nicole glanced into the classroom and found none of her friends. “That’s okay.”
She thought. | can make new friends later. Nicole sat at a desk next to this girl named
Jane. She looked at Jane and smiled but Jane didn’t smile back. At Nicole’s table sat
Ben, James, Marrisa, and Jane. In class, everybody was rude to her and insulting her
all the time. Everybody made fun of her on how she looked because Nicole was very
different from the other kids.

Nicole no longer liked school like she did in third grade. At lunch, Nicole ate her
lunch alone, not having anyone to talk with in the lunch room. She just wanted to be like
the other kids, so she wouldn’t be so left out. She thought school wasn’t a very
comfortable place for her, but she still was nice to the other kids hoping she would make
friends later in this school year. Nicole just wanted to go home and relax where no one
would insult her or make her feel like she is a useless person.

At recess all the other kids made fun of her and insulted her, but she remained
silent. She tried to interact with other children, but they didn’t want to talk to her due to
the fact that she was different from other kids. Nicole really wanted a friend in her class
who comforted her, was nice to her, and that who would support her whenever she had
a problem with so.



Chapter2
New Friend

After that day, her mother asked how the first day was. “It was horrible. | get
made fun of because I'm so different.” “| don’t want to go to school anymore. | don'’t like
school anymore.”

She dropped her heavy backpack and went to her room with a frown on her face.
She was relieved that she was finally in a spot where she was not bullied.

Nicole’s mother went to her room and came in. She gave Nicole a hug. “You
know, it's okay to be different. That's what makes us special.” Nicole smiled at her mom.
Her mother said, “Just because your different does not mean your worthless. I’'m sure
you could do some things that they can’t do.” “That's mommy!” She said and she started
unpacking her backpack and getting out her homework. She did her homework and got
ready for her second day of fourth grade. She was happy about school thanks to her
mother. Nicole hoped she would make a friend the next day. She was so happy that she
could finally have company in class and a person she could tell everything to, and who

would show Nicole respect and courtesy.

The next morning, she woke up early and got ready for school. She was really
excited that she would finally have friends. She hopped onto the bus and impatiently
waited until she reached school.

After they reached school, Nicole was the first one who got to class. Then Jane
came into class, and she said, “I'm sorry for being mean to you. Do you want to play
with me at recess?” asked Jane. “Sure.” said Nicole. That’s when Nicole got her first
best friend.

Chapter 3
New Friend

Like Jane promised, she played with Nicole and they had a lot of fun. Jane
claimed Nicole as her best friend. They both had some stuff in common. That’s when
Nicole’s mother’s words became crystal clear. When she got home, she hugged her
mom. “l got a new best friend mom!” she said excitedly. “She sits right next to me, so |
could talk to her whenever | wanted to except while teacher’s speaking. | changed my
mind. | don’t like school, | LOVE SCHOOLY!”

Her mother smiled and said, “See, being different is okay, being yourself shows
who you are?” Nicole smiled at her mother, and gave her another hug. “I got to go
upstairs and finish my homework.” | don’t want to get into trouble by Mrs. Lilly for not
turning in our weekly homework assignment. She skipped upstairs, went to her
bedroom and got started on her homework. She was so excited that she finally got a
new friend.



Nicole got ready for school the next day and looked forward to seeing her new
best friend, Jane. Nicole sat at her own desk and waited for Jane to come. After ten
minutes Jane came and sat at her desk that was next to Nicole’s desk. She looked
really sad. “What’s wrong, are you okay?” asked Nicole. She said she wanted to go to
the restroom. Nicole went to the girl’s restroom with Jane and said, “Tell me what
happened.” Suddenly, Jane broke into tears and said, “On the bus a girl completely
humiliated me of why | am so different.” Nicole got her friend to calm down and wiped
away her friend’s tear. “You know being different is not a bad thing. That's what makes
us special. Being yourself shows who you really are in the inside of you. It does not
matter how you are on the outside, it matters how you really are in the inside.”

Jane thanked her friend and regretted how she treated her when she came to
class on the first day of school. Now she felt a lot better. They both went to class
happily. The two friends enjoyed their friendship, and most of all, fourth grade.

Nicole Laredo is getting blamed of being different. After her mother’s magical
words are said the blaming stops. Soon her friend gets humiliated. Even though at first
her friend was a person who made fun of her on the first day of school, she said the
magical words her mother once said to her, and it made her feel a lot better.



